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But while this nominee has been de-
layed, she will nonetheless be con-
firmed by this Chamber. The vast ma-
jority of Senators understand that cer-
tain nominees are out of bounds from
typical partisan politics. So we are
going to do our jobs and confirm this
nominee. As long as Republican holds
continue on a vast number of other im-
portant nominations, the Senate will
keep voting as long as it takes to get
them through the Chamber. If it means
voting late, as we have done in recent
weeks, then that is what we must do.

I will return later to join with my
colleagues to speak further on increas-
ingly reckless holds—holds that dam-
age our security, both domestic and na-
tional—that we are seeing on the other
side.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

BORDER SECURITY

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, we are
currently in the midst of the worst bor-
der crisis in our Nation’s history.

It is no exaggeration to say that the
situation at our southern border is out
of control. In December, U.S. Customs
and Border Protection apprehended
more than 178,000 individuals attempt-
ing to cross our southern border ille-
gally—178,000 in 1 month—which is
more than double the number of indi-
viduals apprehended by the Border Pa-
trol the previous December.

This is no isolated incident. Almost
from the day the President took office,
our Nation has been experiencing an
unprecedented border surge. In fiscal
year 2021, the Border Patrol encoun-
tered more than 1.7 million individuals
attempting to cross our southern bor-
der—the highest number ever recorded.

The situation at our southern border
is a security, enforcement, and human-
itarian nightmare. Our Border Patrol
officers have done heroic work this
past year, but they are stretched in-
credibly thin and are having to spend
too much time caring for migrants and
not enough time patrolling the border.
This heightens the chance that dan-
gerous individuals—from terrorists to
drug smugglers, to human traffickers—
will slip across the border into the
country unnoticed.

Drug trafficking across our southern
border is a major problem and a prob-
lem that affects our entire country.
There is a massive increase of fentanyl
being smuggled across the border in
States around the country, with total
seizures up 134 percent and as high as
1,000 percent in South Texas. Alarm-
ingly, fentanyl overdoses are now the
leading cause of death for Americans
aged 18 to 45.
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I have talked with local law enforce-
ment officials in South Dakota who re-
port that they regularly seize drugs
that they can trace back to cartels
trafficking them across our southern
border. In other words, it is not just
border States that are affected by secu-
rity problems at our borders. Every
State in our Union is threatened by lax
border security.

Addressing the situation at our
southern border should be one of this
administration’s top priorities, but the
President has been almost completely
AWOL on this issue, as has his sup-
posed border czar, the Vice President.
He seems to be hoping that if he ig-
nores this crisis long enough, it will go
away. But it hasn’t gone away. In fact,
it shows no signs of stopping.

It is hard to overemphasize the depth
of the President’s dereliction of duty
on this issue. After all, it is the Presi-
dent’s job to deal with national secu-
rity and border enforcement. Yet the
President continues to do essentially
nothing to address the situation at our
southern border. He can’t even be both-
ered to visit the border. In fact, there
is reason to believe that the President
has never, never visited the border—
not as President, not as Vice President,
and not even as a Senator—beyond
driving by it once on the way to a cam-
paign rally in 2008.

Of course, this situation isn’t just a
matter of the President being derelict
in his enforcement duties. The Presi-
dent is partly, if not largely, respon-
sible for the existence of this situation
in the first place.

Immediately upon taking office, the
President took steps that weakened
our Nation’s border security. On his
very first day in office, the President
rescinded the declaration of a national
emergency at our southern border. He
halted construction of the border wall,
and he revoked a Trump administra-
tion order that called for the govern-
ment to faithfully execute our immi-
gration laws. That was all on his first
day, and that wasn’t all.

The President’s Department of
Homeland Security also issued guide-
lines that same day pausing deporta-
tions except under certain conditions.
The effect of all this was to declare to
the world that the U.S. borders were ef-
fectively open, and the administration
hasn’t made much of an effort to cor-
rect that impression. The President
has significantly limited the ability of
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
and Customs and Border Protection to
enforce immigration laws.

Deportations dropped precipitously
during fiscal year 2021, as did arrests in
the interior of the country. And, of
course, having a President who seems
untroubled by the massive number of
migrants attempting to cross our bor-
ders illegally hardly sends a discour-
aging message to those contemplating
making the crossing themselves.

There is simply nothing good to say
about President Biden’s record on the
border so far. His policies are not com-
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passionate. There is nothing compas-
sionate about policies that invite ille-
gal immigration and encourage indi-
viduals to undertake the dangerous
journey to our southern border.

He has betrayed the duty he owes to
the American people who should be
able to count on their President to care
about security concerns, including bor-
der security.

We just marked the anniversary of
the President’s first year in the White
House, a year marked by disaster at
our southern border. The President has
a chance to change that record, to
leave behind something other than bor-
der chaos to mark his time in office.
But until we see real action from this
administration, I am not going to get
my hopes up.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RUSSIA

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, as I
speak here today, Russian President
Vladimir Putin has amassed 130,000 to
150,000 soldiers on UKkraine’s doorstep
in a show of force that could be a dress
rehearsal for an invasion of Ukraine.
But Putin’s inventory of tanks, infan-
try, and missiles is enabled by another
dangerous weapon: Russia’s export of
dirty energy, oil and gas.

Our global addiction to fossil fuels,
an addiction which Russia is only too
happy to exploit, is kindling this po-
tential conflict. Without a worldwide
clean energy revolution, we will never
be able to quit this cycle of fossil fuel
corruption and conflict. We will never
be able to experience true independ-
ence from foreign interference. And we
will never be able to protect our friends
and our allies or ourselves from wars
spurred by dirty energy profits.

As long as Vladimir Putin can wield
natural gas and oil as a threat against
our country and our European allies
and partners, we will always be on the
defense. As long as Putin can wield gas
prices and oil prices as a cudgel to re-
make borders, these crises will become
a repeating drumbeat on the battlefield
of history. As long as Putin can rely on
global economic systems that are
dominated by dirty fossil fuels instead
of clean renewable energy, we will all
remain vulnerable.

The most effective way to reduce the
long-term security threat to Ukraine
and to Europe and to sovereign nations
everywhere is to stop the spigot that
puts billions of Euros and dollars into
the hands of Vladimir Putin and his
oligarch cronies in return for dirty
fuels.

In 2021, more than 36 percent of Rus-
sia’s Federal budget revenues came



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-02-17T05:56:41-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




